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NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

Alberta-North Receives $327,000 in Funding for Educational Research 

January 30, 2008 (Faust, Alberta) - Alberta-North, a partnership of seven post-secondary institutions, has received $327,000 in funding from the Department of Advanced Education and Technology’s Innovation Fund. The funding will sustain a two and a half year project that will investigate best practices for attracting and retaining learners from under-represented populations. The goal of this project is to improve learning support services for Aboriginal and rural learners and reduce barriers that impede success in post-secondary learning.

Currently northern rural and Aboriginal adult populations in Alberta are under-represented in education, challenging post-secondary institutions to find new ways to connect these diverse groups to learning opportunities. The Innovation Fund, which is part of the Access to the Future Fund, supports initiatives such as this one that are aimed at increasing access to and participation in Alberta’s post-secondary system. The project is also supported by funding from Alberta-North partners; Athabasca University, Grande Prairie Regional College, Keyano College, NAIT, Northern Lakes College and Portage College. 
Alberta-North’s project will focus on ways to increase Alberta’s Aboriginal and rural communities’ capacity to receive programs and courses as well as improve the support services that help them prepare for and engage in studies. Val Marshall, Executive Director of Alberta-North, states, “Learning opportunities are created by improving the student’s access to programs and services, and by increasing the number of courses provided by educational institutions. This funding allows us the opportunity to identify new ways to engage Aboriginal and rural students in post-secondary distance education and innovative resources and training to provide better services.” 

Marshall adds that the results of the project will not only benefit under-represented learners but post-secondary staff responsible for teaching and recruiting students, Alberta-North Community Access Point Coordinators and student support groups, and student funding agencies.
About Alberta-North

Alberta-North is a partnership of seven post-secondary institutions who work together to make education accessible in northern communities throughout Alberta and the Northwest Territories (Aurora College). The partners provide facilities, learning technologies and support services to over 80 online learning sites called Community Access Points (CAP sites). At these sites, students can receive distance education courses and programs offered by many different post-secondary institutions.

For more information please contact:

Heather Smith, Manager, Communications and Marketing, Alberta-North

Tel: (780) 539-6471  Email: smithh@northernlakescollege.ca

