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For immediate release


May 1, 2008


Keyano College to host Alberta-North Access Symposium


Keyano College is proud to host the third annual Alberta-North Access Symposium from May 7 – 9. Over 110 delegates from all over northern Alberta are arriving next week to participate in this unique distance education conference. 


Alberta-North is a partnership of seven post-secondary institutions, including Keyano College that are committed to making distance education accessible to students in northern Alberta and the Northwest Territories. The Access Symposium, to be held at the College, provides professional development opportunities for post-secondary staff involved in developing, teaching, facilitating, and administering distance education. 


Jim Foote, President of Keyano College, and member of the Alberta-North board of directors is pleased to be hosting the event, “The Access Symposium gives Community Access Point Coordinators the chance to engage in a professional development opportunity and to share common experiences and challenges.” 


“This is an opportunity to invite our partners in Alberta-North to our campus and community to experience the dynamic nature of what’s happening in Wood Buffalo,” Foote added.


Val Marshall, Executive Director of Alberta-North, noted that this year’s registration has increased 40 per cent from last year, indicating a high rate of participation from Alberta-North members, which is very encouraging for distance education programs. 


“Alberta-North’s members are really committed to the partnership. They put competition aside and truly work together as an alliance. The Access Symposium is an example of their level of commitment. Keyano is hosting but other institutions are making huge contributions as well to make this event a reality,” Marshall said.


The event will feature two keynote speakers, Thom Alcoze, PhD, Professor, Native Ecology, from the University of Northern Arizona and Craig Montgomerie, PhD, Professor Emeritus, Instructional Technology, from the University of Alberta. Alberta-North is also pleased to welcome special keynote speaker and hometown favourite, Al Hancock, high altitude climber, to speak about his journey to the summit of Mount Everest. Additionally, the program will showcase 20 other high calibre speakers from post-secondary institutions throughout Alberta. 


View the Access Symposium’s entire agenda at � HYPERLINK "http://www.abnorth.ab.ca/symposium.html" ��www.abnorth.ab.ca/symposium.html�. 
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